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Forest Society and

Colonialism

C Fastracl« Revision )

» Forests play an important role In our life. Paper for

reading, desks and tables, doors and windows, the dyes
that colour our clothes, spices, the cellophane wrapper
of toffee, Tendu leaf in Bidls, gums, honey, coffee, tea and
rubber, etc., all are obtained from forests.

> However, bebween 1700 and 1995, the perlod of

industrlalisation, 13.9 millon sq km of forests or 9.3%
of the world's total ares was clearaed for Industrial uses,
cultivation, pastures and fuel wood. The disappearance of
forests Is referred Lo as deforastatlon.

» The colonlalstate thoughtthat forests were unproductive.

If they were brought under cultlvation then they would
yleld agricultural products and revenue and enhance the
Income of the State.

» The spread of railways from the 1850s, created a new

damand for wood as a fuel to run locomotives and far
laying down sleepears to hold the tracks together. Because
of this larger number of trees were cut.

wiedge BOOSTER

Each mile of a rallway track requlred 1,760 to 2,000

sleepers. In the early 1850s, In the Madras Presidency
(/R alone, 35000 trees were belng annually cut for
71 sleepers.

» The Britishers wanted that the forests in Indla should be

able to Fulfil their need of wood. They ware worriad that
the use of forests by local people and cutting down of trees
by traders would destroy forests, and hence their abjective
will be defeated. So, they declded to invite German expert
Dietrich Brandls, For advice and made him the First Inspector
General of Forests In Indla.

» Brandls was of the view that felling of trees and grazing

had to be restricted so that Forests could be preserved for
timber production. Anybody who cut trees without due
sanction was to be punished.

ﬁ(nuwhdga BOOSTER 5

Shifting cultivation has many local nomes such as
lading in South-East Asia, milpa in Central America,
chitemene or tavy In Africa, and chena in Srl Lanka. In
Indla, dhya, penda, bewar, nevad, fhum, padu, khandad
and kumrl are some of the local terms used for shifting
@ cultivation or swidden agriculture.

Y

» Togive legal sanction to Brandls's system, the Indlan Forest

Service was set up In 1864 and it helped to formulate
the Indlan Forest Act of 1865, The First forest research
Institute, Imperlal Forest Research Institute was set up at
Dehradun In 1906.

In 1878, the Act divided forests Into three categorles, viz,
reserved, protected and village Forasts,

The best forests were called reserved. Villagers could
nat take anything from these forests. For bullding houses
or for using as Fuel, wood could be taken either From
protected or village forests.

With the passing of the Forest Act, the lives of the local
people were affected adversely as cutting wood for
houses, grazing cattle, collecting food, hunting and
Fishing, all became illegal.

One of the major impacts of European colonlalism was on
the practice of shifting cultivation or swidden agriculture,
In shifting cultlvation, parts of fForests are cut and burnt In
rotation,

Europeans regarded thls practice as harmful For the
Forests. When a Forest was burnt, there was the added
danger of the Flames spreading and burning valuable
timbar. They also Felt that the land which has been used
fFor cultlvation For few years cannot grow timber which can
be used In rollways. Because of this, many communities
were Forclbly displaced From thelr homes In Forasts and
they had to change thelr occupatian,

ge BOOSTER

Over 80,000 tigers, 1,50,000 leopards and 2,00,000
wolves were killed for reward In the perlod between
1875-1925. The Maharafa of Sarguja alone shot 1,157
tigers and 2,000 leopards by 1957.

7N

» Before the forest lows, many people who lived In or

near forests had survived by hunting deer, partridges
and a variety of small animals. This customary practice
was prohibited by the Forest laws and common man
was punished for poaching, Howevar, for the royalty,
the Britishers hunting became a sport and a means of
recreation.

The Forest Act affacted traders and employmant In many
ways. Many communities left thelr traditional occupations
and started trading In farest products.

Later on the British totally regulated this trade by giving
many large European trading firms the sole right to trade
in the Forest products of a particular area.
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ause of these restrictions, many pastoralists and

iadic communities like the Korave, Karacha and

tkula of the Madras Presidency lost thelr Uvelihoods.

ie of them began to be called 'criminal tribes'. These
tribes were Forced to work in Factories, mines and
plantations.

» Both men and women from forest communities like
Santhals and Oraons from Jharkhand and Gonds from
Chhattisgarh were recrulted to work on tea plantations
in Assam. Thelr wages were low and working conditions
were bad. They were also not allowed to return to their
villages.

» Forest communities rebelled against the changes that
were belng Imposed on them and leaders like Siddhu
and Kanu In the Santhal Parganas, Birsa Munda of Chota
Nagpur and Allur/ Sitarama Raju of Andhra Pradesh, played
vital roles In such rebelllons. One such Important rebellion
took place in Bastarin 1910.

ge BOOSTER

In India, there are records of adivasis trading elephants
tusks hides, harns, silk cocoons, Ivory, bamboo, spices,
fibres, grasses, gum and resins, through nomadic
communities llke the Banjaras.

'

> Bastaor Is located In the Southernmost part of Chhattlsgarh
and borders Andhro Prodesh, Odisha and Maharashtra.
Differont communities llve in Bostar such as Maria and
Murfa Gonds, Dhurwas, Bhatras ond Halbas. They spaok
different languages but share common customs and
beliafs.

» The resarvotions Imposed by the colonlal rulers caused
the people in Bastar to revolt against the Britishers.

» People began to gather and discuss the atroclties of
the Britishers In thelr village counclls, In bazaars and at
festlvals or wherever the headmen and priests of several
villages were assembled.

» The Initlative was taken by the Dhurwas of the Kanger
forest, where reservation first took place. Thelr leader
was Gunda Dhur from village Nethanar.

ge BOOSTER

In 1910, mango boughs, a lump of Earth, chillles and
arrows, were being clrculated between villages In
;». / Bastar. It was a call to rebel agalnst the British.

» The British were able to suppress the rebelllon and
punished the rebellions.

» The rebelllons took shelter In the jungles and it took
Britishers approximately three manths (February-May) to
regaln control However, they never managed to capture
Gunda Dhur.

» This rebellion Forced the Britishers to temporarily suspend
the work on raservation. They also reduced the area to be
reduced to roughly half of that planned.

» The transformations In Forest laws were also responsible
For the hardshlps of the Forest communitles In Java and
caused them to revolt against the colonial rule.

» The Kalangs of Java were a community of skilled forest
cutters and shifting cultivators.

ledge BOOSTER

Java is famous as a rice-producing Island In Indonesia,
but once upon a time it was covered mostly with
S/ forests. The Dutch started forest management here.
I

» When the Mataram Kingdom of Java split in 1755;
6,000 Kalang fFamllles got equally divided batween two
kingdoms.

» When the Dutch began to galn control over the Forests,
they trled to make the Kalangs work under them. In 1770,
the Kalangs reslsted by attacklng a Dutch fart at Joana,
but were suppressed.

» In the 19th century, the Dutch enacted the forest laws In
Java, restricting villagers’ access to forests. Now Forests
could only be cut by the locals For specified purposes like
makling boats or constructing houses and that too under
close supervision,

» Villagars were punished for grazing cattle, transporting
wood without a permit or travelling on forest roads with
horse corts and cattle,

» These laws were challenged by the Forest communities
and the most important reballion was led by Surontike
Samin of Randublatung vlllage.

» A widespread movement started and Samin's sons-In-law
helped In organlsing It.

» Some Saminists protested by lylng down on thelr land
when the Dutch came to survey It, while othars refused to
pay taxes or perform labour. 3,000 Famillles were Followlng
his Ideas by 1907.

» The First and the Second Warld War also had a major
Impact on forests,

» In Indla, worklng plans ware abollshed and trees were cut
to meet British war needs.

» In Jovo, the Dutch followed 'a scorched Earth' pollcy,
destroying sawmills and burning huge plles of glant teak
logs so that they would not Fall Into Japanese hands.

» Since 1980s, the Govaernments across Asla and Africa hove
seen that scientific forestry and the policy of keeping
Forest communities away has resulted In many conFlicts.
Conservation of forests has become a more important goal
rather than collecting timber.

» The government has recognised that people who live
near the forests must be invalved in Forest conservation
practices. Across Indla, from Mlzoram to Kerala, dense
Farests survived anly because villagers protected them In
sacred groves knovsn as Sarnas, Devarakudu, Kan, Ral, etc.
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1755

1770

1860s

G/\Important Dateline

g Important Events

— The Mataram kingdom of Java
split into two kingdoms.

= The Kalongs rose In rebellion
agalnst the Dutch but were
suppressed.

— Rapid expansian of railvay
network

1864 = British  appolnted  Inspector-
General Dietrich Brandls to set up
Indian forest service.

1865 — Enactment of Indlan Farest Act.

1878 — Indlan Forest Act divided forest
into three categorles--reserved.
protected and village forest.

1899-1900 — First terrible Famine.

1906 — Imperlal Forest Research Institute
Wwas set up.

1907-1908 = Second terrible famine.

& Practice Exercise
@ Multiple choice Questions )

QL

Q2.

Q8.

Q4.

Qs.

Q6.

Q7.

How much per cent of world forest area was cleared

for industrial uses, cultivation, pastures and fuel

wood between 1700 and 19957

a.19.3% b. 9.3% €. 63% d. 16.3%

Colonial rules considered forests as unproductive

boecause:

a. the forest are not fit for habltation

b. forests only have naturally grovn trees

c. forasts did nat yleld revenue to anhance Income
aof tho state

d. forests are full of wild anlmals

Which of the following was the most essential for
colonial trade and movement of goods?
a. Roodways b. Rallways

c. Alrways d. Rivarwoys

Wooden planks lald across railway tracks to hold
these tracks in a position are called as:
a. Baams b. Sleepars

c. Rall fasteners d. None of these

Which of the
deforastation?

following correctly defines

a. The disappearance of forests

b. Unplanned cutting of trees

c. Cutting trees for agriculture only

d. None of the above

How many sleepers were required for each mile of
rallway track?

a. 1200 to 1500
c. 2000 to 2200

b, 1760 to 2000
d. None of these

By 1890, about................ of railway track has been
laid in India.

a. 25500 km b. 20000 km

c. 30000 km d. 10000 km

Q8.

Q9.

Q l0.

QlL

QL2

Q13.

QU.

Q15

Q l6.

Q17

Which specles of trees are suited for building ships
and railways?
a. Teak

¢ Sal

b. Mahogany
d. Bath a.and c

A German expert invited by the Britishers for
Sclentific Forestry was:

a. Dletrich Brandls b. Birgs Munda

¢ Lord Curzon d. All of these
Tho Forast Research Institute Is situated In:
a. Bhopal b. Dehradun

c. Shimla d. Hyderabad

When was the Indlan Forest Servico set up by
Brandis?
a. 1863 b. 1864 c. 1865 d. 1866

Who among the following was the first Inspactor
General of Forests in Indla?

a. Dletrich Brandis b. John Dawsaon

¢ Nagurunderi d. None of these

When and where was Imperlal Research Institute
sgt up?

a. At Lahore In 1906 b. At Peshawar In 1916

c. At Nagpur In 1908 d. At Dehradun In 1906

What were Siad/ creepers used for?
a. To extract ail for cooking purposes
b. For lighting lamps

c To make ropes

d. To make alcohol

By which Act many local communitles, traders and
pastoralists were classified as criminal tribes?

a. The Vernacular Act b. The Forest Act

¢. The Criminal Tribe Act d. All of these

The Saminist Movement was led by:
3. Blrsa Munda b. Mahatma Gandhl
c Surontlko Samin d. The Dutch

The Criminal Tribe Act was passed in:
a. 1861 b. 1871
c 1881 d. 1891
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Q19.

Q 20.

Q2L

Q22.

Q23.

Arrange the events year/date wise and the find the
correct code.

The leader of the initiative taken by the Dhurwas
of the Kanger Forest, where reservation first took
place was:

3. Murio Gonds
¢ Gundo Dhur

b. Maharaja of Sarguja
d. Surontiko Samin

What was called the fee paid by people from one
village to another?
a. Devsari

¢ Kurmri

b. Jhum
d. Kan

Who was the leader of rebel foresters in Andhra

Pradesh?
a. John Davrson
c Blrsa Munda

b. Alluri Sitarama Raju
d. Maharala of Sargula

From which place Birsa Munda belonged to?
a. Dehradun b. Bastar
c Chotanagpur reglon  d. Madras

Olls from the Mahua trees are used for:
a. cooking foods b. Ughting lamps
C halr all d. Both a. and b.
Find the correct sequence.
A. Indian Forest Service Is set up.
B. Imperial Forest Research Institute s set up.
C. Dletrich Brandis introduces Sclentific Forestry

in India.
D. Indlan Forest Act is enacted.
a. C-A-B-D b. C-A-D-B
c C-B-D-A d. A-B-D-C

TP

Q 24.

Q 25.

Q 26.

Identify the correct statement rogarding Indlan

Forest Act, 1865.

a. Dletrich Brandls helped to formulate the Indlan
Faorest Act of 1906.

b. The Forest Act of 1865 was amended tvice once
In 1878 and then In 1927.

c A large number of postorallsts were allovred
access to forests which produced commerclally
valuable timber.

d. The Indlan Forest Act 1878 divided the forest Into
tvio categories.

To which of the following the Gond forest

community belongs?
a. Chhattisgarh
¢. Jammu and Kashmir

b. Jharkhand
d. Gujarat

Which one of the following Is not a local name of
shifting cultivation?
a. Dhya
c Podu

b. Kumrl
d. Ral

Q27. The local name of shifting cultivation in South-
East Asia Is:
a. Milpo b. Podu
¢. Loding d. Nevad
Q 28. What Is the name of shifting cultivation in Central
America?
a. Milpa b. Lading c. Nevad d. Podu
Q 29. What is the local name of Madhuca Indica?
a. Mahua b. Deodar
c. Hyperion d. Methuselah
Q 30. Match the following:
Column | Column Il

1. Mundurucu people

2. Koravo. Karacha and Yerukula
3. Santhals and Oraons

4. Maria

A. Madras Presldency
B. Jharkhand

C. Bastar

and Murlo Gonds. | D. Brazillan Amazon
Dhunwas, Bhatras and Halbas.
T 2 8 4
aaC B D A
bb8 D A C
¢cD A B C
dA C B D

Q3L

Q92

Q33.

Q 34.

Q 35.

Q 36.

Where Is Bastar located?

a. Southernmost part of Chhattisgarh

b. Narthernmost part of Madhya Pradesh

¢. Easternmost part of Chhattlsgarh

d. Nane af the above

In which year did the Bastar rebellion take place?

a. 1910 b. 1912 c. 1915 d. 1920
Insan Bastar was divided into three districts,
Kanker, Bastar and Dantewada.

a. 1956 b. 1960 c. 1980 d. 1998

Which tribal community(s) Is/are living In Bastar?
a. Marla and Murla Gonds b. Dhunvas

¢. Bhatras and Halbas d. All of these

What Is common In diffarent tribal communitics of
Bastar?

a. Customs b. Belefs

¢. Language d. Both a. and b.

Read the following statements carefully and
choose the correct option:

Statement (1): In the 1890s, Surontlko Samin a teak
forest villager began questioning state ownershlip
of the forest.

Statement (ll): He agreed that the state had created
the wind, water, earth and wood, so it could own It.
a. Statement (1) Is correct and (Il) Is Incorrect.

b. Statement (1) Is Incorrect and (1) Is correct.

c. Both statements are Incorrect.

d. Both statements are correct.
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Q 38.

:ad the following statements carefully and
ioose the correct option:
atement (I): Forest Management had a great
impact on shifting cultivators.
Statement (II): This type of cultivation also made
difficult for the government to calculate taxes.
a. Statement (1) is carrect and (ll) is incorrect.
b. Statement (I) is incorrect and (Il) is correct.
¢. Bath statements are incorrect.
d. Both statements are correct.

Read the following statements carefully and
choose the correct option:

Statement (l): The Indian Forest Act 1878 divided
the forest into two categories.

Statement (lI): A large number of pastoralists
were allowed access to forest which produced
commercially valuable timber.

a. Statement (1) Is correct and (Il) Is incorrect.

b. Statement (1) Is Incorrect and (Il) Is correct.

¢, Bath statements are incorrect.

d. Both statements are carrect.

-g) Assertion & Reason Type Questions N

Directions (Q.Nos. 39-43): In the following questions given
below, there are two statements marked as Assertion (A) and
Reason (R). Read the statements and choose the correct option:

Q 39.

Q 40.

Q4L

Q4.

a. Bath Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and
Reason (R) Is the correct explanation of Assertion
(A).

b. Bath Assertlan (A) and Reasan (R) are true, but
Reason (R) Is not the correct explanation of
Assertlan (A).

¢. Assertion (A) Is true. but Reason (R) Is false,

d. Assertion (A) Is false, but Reason (R) Is true.

Assertion (A): The First and Second World War had

a major Impact on forests.

Reason (R): In Indla, trees were cut to meet British

war neads.

Assertion (A): The Forest Department mada new

laws and rules to protect the new forests it was

planting,

Reason (R): Through these rules, it tried to ensure

that the old forests did not vanish completely but

were cut more carefully.

Assertion (A): Sclentific Forestry was Implemented

during the colonlal period in Indla.

Reason (R): Policies of the British aimed to Incroase

forest cover and protect natural resources.

Assertion (A): People of Bastar were most worried

during the colonlal rule.

Reason (R): The colonlal government (British)

proposed to reserve 2/3rd of the forests In 1905

and stop shifting cultivation, hunting and collection

of forest produce.

Q 43. Assertion (A): New opportunities in trade of forest

products improved the life of the forest people.
Reason (R): Forest communities were recruited to
work on tea plantations in Assam.

> }] Answers ',— -
1. () 2 (d 3. (b) 4. (b) 5. (3)
6. b) 7. (a) 8. (d) 9. (a) 10. (b)
Mo 12.(@ 13.(d) 14 (0 15 (o
16.(c) 17.(b) 18.(c) 19.(a) 20. (b)
21. () 22.(d) 23.(a) 24 (b) 25. (a)
26. (b) 27.(c) 28. (a) 29. (a) 30. (o)
3. (1) 32.(a) 33.(d) 34 (d) 35 (d)
36. (a) 37. (d) 38. () 39. (a) 40. (a)
41, (c) 42. (a) 43. (d)

-€) Source Based Questions N
Source 1

Read the source given below and answer the
questions that follow by choosing the most
appropriate option.:

Brandis realised that a proper system had to be
introduced to manage the forests and people had
to be truined in the science of conservation. This
system would need legal sanction. Rules about the
use of forest resources hed to be framed. Felling
of trees and grazing had to be restricted so that
forests could be preserved for timber production.
Anybody who cut trees without following the
gystem had to be punished. So, Brandis set up the
Indinn Forest Service in 1864 and helped formulate
the Indian Forest Act of 1865. The Imperinl Forest
Research Institute was set up at Dehradun in 1906.
The system they taught here was called ‘Scientific
Forestry’. Many people now, including ecologists,
feel that this system is not scientific ot all.

In Scientific Forestry, natural forests which haed
lots of different types of trees were cut down. In
their place, one type of tree was planted in struight
rows, This is called a plantation. Forest officials
surveyed the forests, estimated the arca under
different types of trees, and made working plans
for forest management. They planned how much
of the plantation arca to cut cvery year. The arca
cut was then to be replanted so that it was ready to
be cut again in some years,

After the Forest Act was enacled in 1865, it was
amended twice, once in 1878 and then in 1927,
The 1878 Act divided forests into three categories:
reserved, protected and village forests. The best
forests were called ‘reserved forests'. Villagers
could not take anything from these forests, even
for their own use. For house building or fuel, they
could take wood from protected or village forests.
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Qa.

Q3.

Q4.

QSs.

Q6.

. What did General Dietrich Brandis realised about

forest management?

a. A proper system had to be Introduced to manage
the faorests.

b. Peaple had to be tralned In the sclence of
conservation

¢ Rules abaut the use of forest resources had to be
framed.

d. All of the above

When did Brandis set up the Indian Forest Service?
a. 1825 b. 1864
c 1865 d. 1927

How could the forests be preserved for timber

production?

a. By cutting down natural forests having lots of
different types of trees.

b. By restricting the felling of trees and grazing.

c By taking wood from protected or village forests.

d. By making working plans for forest management.

Which forests were called the best according to
1878 Act?

a. Reserved forests
c Village forests

b. Pratected forests
d. Sclentlfic farests

What was proposed In the system of Sclentific

Forestry?

a. Natural farests having different types of trees
were cut down and one type of tree was planted
In stralght rows In thelr place.

b. The area under different types of trees was
estimated and working plans were made for
forest managgment.

c Anybady who cut trees without following the
system had to be punished.

d. The forests hod to be divided into three categorics-
reserved, protected and village forests.

There are two statements marked as Assertion (A)

and Reason (R). Read them and choose the correct

option:

Assertion (A): The British began extending their

control over forests in Indla after passing the

Forest Act.

Reasan (R): There was a growlng slgnificance of

forests as a source of revenue.

a. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true
and Reason (R) Is the correct explanation of
Assertion (A).

b. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true.
but Reason (R) Is not the carrect explanation of
Assertion (A).

c Assertion (A) is true, but Reason (R) Is false.

d. Assertlon (A) is false. but Reason (R) Is true.

(A '

. ANnswers | *
1.(d 2 () 3.0 4(@() 5@ 6.(b

Source 2

Ql

Ang.

Q2.

Ans.

Q3.

Ans.

Read the source given below and answer the
questions that follow:

One of the major impacts of European
colonialism was on the practice of shifting
cultivation or swidden agriculture. This 18 a
traditional agricultural practice in many parts
of Asia, Africa and South America. It has many
local names such as /ading in Southeast Asia,
milpa in Central America, chitemene or (avy in
Africa, and chena in Sri Lanka. In India, dhya,
penda, bewar, nevad, jhum, podu, khandad and
kwumri are some of the local terms for swidden
agriculture.

Inshifting cultivation, parts of the forestarc cutand
burnt in rotation. Seeds are sown in the ashes after
the first monsoon rains, and the crop is harvested
by October-November, Such plots are cultivated
for a couple of years and then left fallow for
12 10 18 years for the forest to grow back. A
mixture of crops is grown on these plots. In
Central Indin and Africa it could be millets,
in Brozil manioc, and in other parts of Latin
America maize and beans.

European foresters regarded this practice as
harmful for the forests. They felt that land which
was used for cultivation every few years could
not grow trees for rilway timber. When a forest
was burnt, there was the added danger of the
flames spreading and burning valuable timber.

What Is shifting cultivation?

Shifting cultlvation Is a method of farming In which
a patch of ground Is cultivated for a perlod of few
years untll the soll is partly exhoausted or overrun
by weeds and after which the land Is left to natural
vegetation while cultlvation Is carried elsewhere.

Why did European foresters regard this practice as
harmful for forests?

European foresters regarded this practice as
harmful for forests due to the following reasans:

(1) They felt that land which was used for
cultivation every few years could nat prow
trees for rallviay tmber.

() There was also the added danger of the flames
spreading and burning valuable timber.

Name the local terms for swidden agriculture in
India.
The local terms for swidden agriculture In Indla are
Dhya. Penda. Bewar. Nevad. Hum. Podu. Khandod and
kumrl
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QL

Ang.

Q3.

Ans.

3

ad the source given below and answer the
estions that follow:

In India, the trade in forest products was not new.
From the medievel period onwards, we have
records of adivasi communities trading elephants
and other goods like hides, horns, silk cocoons,
ivory, bamboo, spices, fibres, grasses, gums and
resing through nomadic communities like the
Banjaras.

With the coming of the British, however, trade
was completely regulated by the government.
The British Government gave many large
European trading firms the sole right to trade in
the forest products of particular areas. Grazing
and hunting by local people were restricted.
In the process, many pastoralist and nomadic
communities like the Korava, Karacha and
Yerukula of the Madras Presidency lost their
livelihoods. Some of them began to be called
‘criminal tribes’, and were forced to work
instead In factories, mines and plantations,
under government supervision.

Which products were used to be traded by adivasi
and nomadic communities during the medieval
perlod?
During the medloval porlod. the following products
ware traded:

(1) Adivasi Communtties: Elephants.

(i) Nomadic Communities: Hides, horns allk cocoons.
Ivory. bamboo. spices, Fibres, grasses. gums and
resing.

. What was the condition of trade In India during the

British rule?

. During the British rule. the trade suffercd the

followIng conditions:
(I) It was completely regulated by the governmant.
(Il) Large European trading firms were glven the
sole right to trade in the forest products of

particular areas.

Which communitles lost their livelihoods with the
coming of the British?

With the coming of the British. pastoralist and
nomadic communities such as Korava, Karacha
and Yerukula of Madras presidency lost thelr
Uvellhoods.

@ Ve'v Short Answer Type Questions \)

QL

Ans.

Q2.

Ana,

Qa.

Ang,

Q4.

Ans.

Q5.

Ang,

Q6.
Ans,
Q7
Ani.
Qe.

Ans.

Q9.

Ans,
Qlo.

Ans.

Study the picture and answer the question that
follows:

Why do you think the forests are belng bumt In the
above picture?

The forest Is being burned to clear land for shifting
cultivation.

Why did the Britishers encourage the production of
commerclal crops?

The Britlshers encouraged
commerclal crops becauge
materlals for thelr Industrles.
Into how many categories did the Indlan Forest Act
divide forests?

The Indlan forest Act divided forests Inta throo
categories, viz, reserved. protected and village
forests.

What were slad/ creepers used for?

Sladi creepers were used to make ropes.

Why are Mahua trees praclous?

Mohuo trees are preclous because they are an
essentlal part of village Uvellhood. The flowers of the
trees are used to moke alcohol The seeds are uaed
to extract oll for cooking purposes and Ughtning
Lamps.

Which transport system was most essential for
colonlal trade and movement of goods?

Rollways were most essentiol for colonlal trade and
movgment of goods.

What were the wooden planks lald down across
rallway tracks to hold tracks In a position called?
The wooden planks lald down across rallway tracks
to hold tracks In a position are called sleepers.
Mention the impact of the disappearing oak forests
in England.

Disappearing oak forests created a problem of
timber supply for the Royal Navy.

the production of
thoy needed raw

State any one feature of Sclentific Forestry.
Natural forests were cut down and In thelr place
ane type of tree was planted In stralght rows.

How much sleepers are required In each mile of a
railway track?

Approximately 1760-2000 sleepers are required In
each mile of a rallvay tradkc
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COMMON ERR(DR =

Give any four local terms for shifting agriculture.
Dhyo. Pendo. Jhum. Kumiri are the local terms far
shifting agriculture.

Students do not learn the local terms properly and write

incorrect names.

Q12. Who were the Kalangs?

Ang. The Kalongs were a community of Java who were
skilled forest cutters and shifting cultivators.

Q 13. What was called the fee paid by people from one
village to another?

Ans. The fee pald by people from one village to another
wsas called devsari. dond or man.

Q 14. What were reserved forests?

Ans. Reserved forests were the best farests vrhich
produced commercially valuable timber. No
individual was allowed access to these forests.

Q 15. Which forests were regarded as the best forests?

Ans. Reserved forests were regarded a9 the best forests.

Q16. Name the plants which were known as sacred
grooves.

Ans. Sarnas. Kon, Ral and Devarokudu were known ag
sacrad grooves.

Q17. What was the basic cause of the rebelllon In the
forest of Bastar?

Ang. The baslc cause of the rebellion In the forest of
Bastar was the reservation of two thirds of the
forests.

Q 18. Who was Gunda Dhur?

Ans. Gunda Dhur was a tribal leader of the Dhurwos of
the Knnger forest. The tribal people revolted agalnst
the unfust policles of the Britlsh under his able
leadershlp.

Q19. Mention two factors which prompted the poople of
Bastar to rebel against the Britishers.

Ans. The two factors are;

(I) The British Government's declslon to reserve
two-thirds of the forest
(Il) To ban shifting cultivation.

Q 20. Who was Surontiko Samin?

Ans. Surantlko 5amin was the tribal leader who was
responsible for launching the Samin Movemant
apainst the Dutch government

Q 21. 'The ship industry of England was also responsible
for deforestation in India’. Substantiate your answer
with any two reasons.

Ans. The ship Industry of England was also responsible

for deforestation In Indla due to:
() The high demand, oak forests In England were
disappearing.
(1) Problem of timber supply for the Royal Navy
which required to bulld ships.

'@@’ Short Answer Type Questions \)

QL What is forestry?

Ans. Forestry Is a sclence. an art or a craft for creating,

managing, using, conserving and repalring forests
and associated resources in a sustainable manner to
meet the desired goals. needs and values for human
benefit.
The eminent aim of forestry Is to create and
Implement a system that allovss forests to provide
a sustalnable provision of environmental supplies
and services. The challenge of farestry is to create
systemns that are soclally acceptable v/hile sustaining
the natural resources.

Q2. Initially, it was commaon perception that forests
were unproductive. State the factors which
supported this perception.

Ans. The following factors supported this perceptlon are:

() Increased population led to an Increased
demand for food. therefore the peasants
extended the boundarles of cultivation by
clearing forests and breaking new land.

(i) The colonlal state thought that forests were
unproductive. If they were brought under
cultivation then they would yleld agricultural
products and revenue and enhonce the income

Q3. Explain the ideas of Dietrich Brandls for the
management of forests In Indla during the British
period.

Ans. Ideas of Dietrich Brandls for the managemaont of
forests In Indin were:

(I) He wanted to Introduce o proper systom to
manage forests.

(I) He wanted to traln people In the sclence of
congarvation.

(Il) He wanted to Introduce a legal act that contalned
rules about the use of forest resources.

(lv) He wanted to establlsh research and tralning
institutions.

ledge BGOSTER

A On his recommendation Imperlal Forest Research
5 Institute was set up at Dehradun In 1906.

Q4. State tha characteristics of Sclentific Forestry.
Ans. The following were the characteristics of Sclentific
Forestry:

(I) Natural forests which had lots of different types
of trees were cut down. In thelr place ane type
of tree was planted in straight rows.

(I) The forest officlals were required to survey the
forests. estimate the area under different types
of trees and make plans for forest management.

(I} The forest officlals also planned how much of
the plantation area should be cut every year.

(Iv) The area cut was also to be replanted so that it
was ready to be cut agaln In future.
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he techniques of Scientific Forestry suffered from

rrtain defects’. Explain.

1e following are the defects In the techniques of

_cientific Forestry:

(i) In scientific forestry. natural forests which had
lots of different types of trees were cut down
In their place, one type of trees were planted
in stralght rows. Because of this. natural forest
diversity was harmed.

(Il) It also affected the ecologlcal balance as multl-
specles forests gradually got converted Into
plantation.

(iif) This system advocated the planting of only
those trees vhich provided timber.

ERR(DR

Students do not give defects in the techniques of
Sclentific Forestry but only provide explanation of
statement.

Q 6. How did the villagers and Britishers differ In the
ideas of a good forest?

Ans. According to the villagers. a good forest was one
which had a mixture of different specles of trees
and shrubs which could satlsfy thelr needs of fuel
fodder. food. etc.

On the aother hand. according to the Britishers. a

good forest was one which had sal and teak trees

only, as these trees ware gsultable for bullding ships
or rallway sleepers.
Q7. State the features of shifting cultivation.

Ans. The followlng are the features of shifting cultivation:

() Shifting cultivation has many local names such
as lading in Southeast Asln, milpa In Caontral
America, chiternane or tavy In Africa, and chena
In Sri Lanka. In Indla. dhyo. penda, bewar, nevad.
{hum. podu. Khandod and kumrl are some of
the local terms used for shifting cultivation or
swidden agriculture.

() Seeds are sown after first monsoons and the
crap Is harvested by October-November.

() Such plots are cultivated for a couple of years
and then left fallow for 12 to 1B years for the
forest to grow back

Q8. Why did the Europeans regard the practise of
shifting cultivation as harmful for the forests?

Ans. The Europeans regarded the practice of shifting
cultlvation as harmful because of the following
reasons:

() When a forest was burnt. there was the added
danger of the flames spreading and burning
valuable tmber.

(1) They felt that the land which has been used for
cultivation for few years cannot grow/ timber
which can be used In railways.

(i) Shifting cultivation also made It harder for the
government to calculate taxes.

Q9. Who were called the criminal tribes and what
activities they got involved Into?
Ans. The British colonial government passed the Forest

Act In 1B65 with the followlng restrictions:

() This Act restricted the activities of the forest
communities. They were not allowed to graze
their cattle in forests.

(ii) Cutting of trees and hunting of animals was
also prohibited.

(i) The trade of forest goods such as hides, horns.
gllk cocoons, ivory. bamboo. etc. was also
completely regulated by the Britishers.

(Iv) Because of this. many pastoralist and nomadic
communities ke the Korova. Kaorocho.
Yerukulo, etc., lost thelr Uvelhoods and started
undertaking criminal activities. such as stealing
wood and forest produce from the forest,
Illegally hunting animals, etc
So. they were referred to as ‘criminal tribes’

Q 10. How did Indian labourers suffer at the hands of
British In plantations?
Ans. Indian labourers suffered at the hands of British In
the plantations In the followlng ways:
(I) Their viages veere low and conditions of veork
were very bad.
() They could not return easlily to thelr home
villogey, as they were kept as bonded labourors.

Q1. Under colonlal rule, why did the scale of hunting
increase to such an extent that varlous spacles
became almost extinct?

Ang. In Indla, hunting of tigers and other wild anlimels
became a gnme or gource of entertainment for the
kings and nables. Under the Britlsh rule, the scale of
hunting Incrensed because of the below mentloned
rensons:

(I) The British saw large animals as a sign of a wild.
primitive and gbvape soclety.
(Il) They belleved that by killing dangerous animals.
the British would civilize Indlo.
(I} They gave rewards for killing of tigers, wolves
and othar large animals.

Q12. State the acts of the colonlal government which
spread fear amongst the forest communities.

Ans. The following acts of the colonlal government
spread fear amongst the forest communities:

(I) The colonlal government banned hunting,
shifting cultivation and collection of farest
produce.

(i) Some villages were allowed to stay an in the
reserved forests on the condition that they
work free for the forest department In cutting
and traneporting trees. and protecting the
farest from fires. They came to be known as
‘forest villages.

(i) People of other villages were displaced without
any notlce or compensation
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Qu.

Ans.

Q 15.

Ans,

Qle.

Ans,

Q1.

Ans.

Explain the beliefs and practices of the people of

Bastar.

The beliefs and practices of the people of Bastar

canbe understood with the help of the following

paints:

(I) They belleved that each village was given Its
land by Earth. and In return they looked after
the Earth by making some offerings at each
agricultural festival.

(if) They also showed respect to the spirits of the
river, the forest and the mountain.

(iil) They looked after the natural resources of thelr
areas.

How did the local people protect the forests in

Bastar region?

The local people protected forests In Bastar reglon

by taking the following steps:

(I) They protected thelr forests by enpaging
watchmen.

(I If people from a village wanted to take some
wood from the forest of another village. they
were required to pay a small fee called devsorl,
dand or man In exchange.

(i) The headmen of villages in a pargana met
annually to discuss forest related issues.

Who were the Kalangs and why were they

important?

The Kolangs were a community of skllled forest

cutters and ghifting cultivators of Java. Indonesio.

They vaere Impartant becauss of the followdng

reasons:

(I) Without thelr expertise It was difficult to harvest
teak and for the kings to bulld their palaces.

(Il) They were so valuable to the king that In 1755,
when the Mataram kingdom of Jova splt. the
6000 Kolang familes wsere equolly divided
amonp the two kingdoms.

Mantion any three provisions of the forest laws

passed by the Dutch.

The three provislons of the farest laws passed by

the Dutch are as follows:

() Villagers were punlshed for grazing cattle In
young stands.

(II) The new laws restricted villagers' access to the
farest.

(I Wood was allowed to be cut for specific
purposes Uke making river boats ar constructing
houses and that too only from speclfic forests
under close supervision.

Who was Surontiko Samin? Describe in brief the

Saminist Movement of Indonesia.

Surontiko Samin was a villager who lived In the

Randublatung village, in Indonesla. He started a

movement questioning state ownership of forests.

This movement came to be referred as the Saminist

Movement.

The movement galned momentum and by 1907
3.000 familles were followlng his Ideas.

Some af the Saminists protested by lying down an
their land when the Dutch came to survey it. others
refused to pay taxes, fines or perform any labour.

'@Q I.ong Answer Type Questions N\

Q1. State the importance of forests.
Ans. The Importance of farests can be understood with
the help of the following palnts:

(I) Paper for reading wood for desks and tables.
doors and windows, the dyes that colour our
clothes. spices, the cellophane wrapper of
toffea, tendu leaf in bidis, gums. honey. coffee,
tea and rubber, all are obtained from forests.

(ii) Ollin chocolates comes from sal seeds. Tannin
is used to convert skins and hides Into leather.

() Herbs and roots are wused for medicinal
purposes.

(lv) Forests also provide bamboo, wood for fuel
grass, charcoal. frults, flowers, anlmals. birds
and many ather things.

(v) In the Amazon forests or in the Western Ghats,
it I3 possible to And as many as 500 different
plant species in ane forest potch. So. they are
also the centres of blodivarslty.

Q2. How did the people in forest areas used forest
products to fulfil their daily needs?

Ans. The people In forest areas used forest products to
fulfil thalr dally needs In the following ways:

() They ate frults and tubers, especlally during
monsoons, before the harvest came In.

() Herbs were used for medicine and wood for
making agricultural Implements Uke yokes and
ploughs.

(Il Bamboo was used to make fences and was also
used ta make baskets and umbrellas.

(Iv) Leaves were stitched to make disposable plates
and cups. the slodi (Bauhinlo vahll) creepers
were used ta make ropes and the tharmny bark of
the semur (sllk-cottan) tree was used to grate
vegetables.

(v) OIL for cooking and to light lamp was pressed
from the fruit of the mohua tree.

Q 8. Explain any four causes of deforestation in India
under the colonlal rule.
OR

Mention the causes of deforestation in Indla during

the colonlal period.

Ans. The following are the causes of deforestatlon In

India under colonial rule:

(I) As population Increased over the centurles
and the demand for food went up, peasants

extended the boundaries of cultivation by

ctearlng forests.
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) Large areas of natural forests were cleared to
make way for tea. coffee and rubber plantations
so as to meet Europe's growing need for these
commodities.

(i) The British encouraged the production of
commerclal crops lke |ute, sugar, tea. caffee.
etc. by clearing forests.

(iv) The colonial government thought that forests
vrere unproductive and hence should be cleared
for productive activities such as agriculture and
manufacturing,

(v) They cleared forests to provide wood for making
rallway sleepers, fuel for locomatives, etc.

Q4. Explain the Impact of various forest laws and
policies which were adopted by the colanlal rulers
over the colonial people.

OR

How dlid the ‘forest acts' cause severe hardshlps for

villagers across the country?

Ans. The impact of various farest laws and policles over
the colonlal people can be understood with the help
of the following polnts;

(I) After the Act. everyday activitles such as cutting
veood for houses. grazing cattle. collecting frults
and roots, hunting, etc.. became illegal

(Il) People were forced to steal wood from the
forests, and If they were caught they were at
the mercy of the farest guards who took bribes
from them.

() Even women were not allowed to collect
fuelwood from the forests. Because of this It
was becoming difficult to even cook food.

(lv) Palice conatables and forest guards used to
harass people by demanding free food from
them,

(v) With the banning of shifting cultivation. the
people facad the problem of lvellhood.

Discuss the adverse effects of the forest laws and policies
T adopted by the colonlal rulers In separate points.

Q5. In Indla, when was the Forest Act enacted? In
which three categories, the forests were divided
after the amendment of Forest Act In 1878? What
was the effect of this amendment on the life of the
villagers?

Ans. InlIndia, the Forest Act was first enacted In 1865. The
amendment In the Forest Act In 1878 divided forests
into three categories. viz. reserved. protected
Q.DQ.WELL.@_E.‘?...EQE‘EEE% The best forests were called
‘reserved forests’ and people wveere denied entry in
these forests.

Effects of the amendment of Forest Act on the Uves
of the villagers are as follows:

() Villagers could not take anything from ‘reserved

forests. They could take wood from protected

or village forests far house bullding or fuel
They were encouraged to plant only teak and
sal as required for commercial use.

(Il) The Forest Act meant severe hardshlp for the
villagers as all their everyday practices such

as cutting wood for their houses, grazing thelr

cattle, hunting and fishing became Illegal

(ii)) Villagers vrere forced to steal wood and if they
were caught, they were at the mercy of the
forest guards who even claimed bribe for them.

(Iv) Women were scared of forest guards especlally
those who used to collect fuelwood.

(v) It was a common practice for police constables
and forest puards to harass the villagers by
demanding free food for thamselves.

Q6. What are the similarities between colonial
management of the forests in Bastar and in Java?
Ans. There were many similarities In the forest control
laws In Bastar and Java:
(1) Like the British, the Dutch wanted timber from
Jova to build ¢hips. They restricted villagers
from practising shifting cultlvation and limited
thelr access to forests.
() Bath the colonlal powers anactad aws In thalr

own favour and explolited forests on a massive
scale,

i Like British, the Dutch iImposed these laws an
the villagers or the forest dwellers with great
sevarity.

(v) The forest lows deprived peaple of thalr
customary rights to forest products such as
roots. leaves, frults, etc. They were Fined If they
dared to enter the forest without permission.

(v) The policies of both the colonlal powers were

too severe on the villapers. As a result. the
villagers became aggressive In due course. They
began to view thelr rulers as thelr enemles.
They began to resist them through rebellions.
Q7. How did commercial farming led to a decline in
forests cover during colonial period?
Ans. Commerclal farming led to a decline In farests cover
during colonlal period In the following ways:

(I) The colonlal powers had the opinion in the early
19th century that the forests were unproductive
and were In no way useful In Increasing the
Income of the state.

() The Britlshers encouraged the production of
commerclal crops Uke |ute, sugar, wheat and
cotton as well as plantation of tea. coffee and

rubber. 50, the Indlan farmers cleared forests
for the commerclal crops.
(i) The Britishers gave vast areas to European

planters due to which they cleared forests and
planted tea, caffee. etc. In the enclosed areas.
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(lv) Expanslon of the rallway was another reason for
clearing forest as a large number of sleepers

were required for railway tracks.

(v) With the Increase In population. the demand
of food ralsed due to which the forests were
cleared for the expansion of agricultural land.

Q 8. Why and how were plantations started in colonial

India?
Ans. Britlshers came to Indla with the oblectlve of
exploiting natural resources so as to enrich

themselves. Plantation Industry was started due to
the follov/ng reasons:

(I) It considered forests as unproductive.

(i) There was growing need of commodities in

European countries.
() There was need to enhance revenue of British
Government.

(iv) It wws needed to control the misuse of forest by

local people as In shifting cultivation.

To start plantation Industry, government gave
vast areas of forest to contractors and European
planters at cheap ratvs. These European planters
started recklessly felllng of trees to make way
for tea. coffee and rubber plantations,

German Expert. Dietrich Brandls was appolnted
as the first Inspector General of Faorest by the
British Governmant He recommended formation
of rules and regulation of Forest Management
and helped formulate Indlnn Farest Act, 1865.
Sclentific forestry was Introduced when forest
was cleared for plantation.

Q9. Why are forests affected by wars?
OR

Explain the impact of wars on forests.
Ans. Forests are affected by wars due to the following
reasons:
(I) Both the world wars created a hovoc for the

P

during these wars and the farest departmant
cut trees freely to meet British war needs.

() In Java |ust before the Japanese occupled the
region. the Dutch followed 'a scorched Earth
policy’ destroying mills and burning huge piles
of glant teak logs so that they would not fall
Into Japanese hands.

(i) The Japanese too exploited the forests far their

needs.
(lv) Many people took advantage of the war
situation and cleared forest lands and expanded
(v) Sometimes, the accupying forces recklessly cut
down trees for their own war industries. a8 was
done by the Japanese. during the occupation of
Indonesla In the Second Warld War.

Q10. “The introduction of rallway had an adverse impact
on the forests. Justify by giving examples.

Ans. The given statement can be justified by the following
examples:

(i) The railway netwark expanded rapldly from the
1860s. Sleepers were the basic Inputs required
for constructing a rallway line and each mile of
a rallway track required between 1760 to 2000
sleepery. S0, a large number of trees were
felled go as to meet this demand.

(Il) Wood was needed as fuel to run the locomotive.
Mare of It was required as rallway was belng
spread throughout India.

() The government mave out contracts of
indlviduals to supply the required quantities.
These contractors began  Indiscriminate
cutting of trees due to which forests around
the rallway tracks started disappearing, Ffast.
Around 35,000 trees were belng cut annually
for sleepers In the Madras presidency alone In
the early 1850s.

So. It can be sald that the Introduction of rallway had

an adverse Impact on the forests.

& Chapter Test

Multiple Choice Questions
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Ql. Wooden planks lald across railway tracks to hold
them in a position are called:
a. Beams b. Sleepers
c Rall fasteners d. None of these

Q 2. What was the policy followed by the British in Indla
towards forests during the First and the Second
World Wars?

a. The forest department cut trees freely to meet
British war needs.

b. Cutting of trees was strictly prohibited far
everyone Including the British.

€. More and more trees were planted to give
employment to Indlans.
d. None of the above

Q 3. Which of the following Is a community of skilled
forest cutters?
a. Maasols of Africa
¢. Gonds of Odisha

Q4. Who was Gunda Dhur?
a. A rebel of Java
b. First Inspector General
c. A leader of Santhal rebellian
d. A leader of Dhurva tribe

b. MundasofChatanagpur
d. Kalangs of Java
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hy was shifting banned in India by the
vernment?

European foresters regarded this practice as
harmful for the forests.

b. When a farest was burnt. there was the danger
of flames spreading and burning the valuable
timber.

c. It made It difficult for the government to collect
taxes.

d. All of the above

Assertion and Reason Type Questions

Directions (Q.Nos. 6-7): In the following questions given
below, there are two statements marked as Assertlon (A) and
Reason (R). Read the statements and choose the correct option:
a. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and Reason
(R) is the correct explanation of Assertion (A).
b. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true. but Reasan
(R) Is not the correct explanation of Asgertion (A).
¢ Assertion (A) is true. but Reason (R) Is false.
d. Assertlon (A) Is false. but Reason (R) Is true.
Q 6. Assertion (A): Dutch introduced forest laws to
restrict villager’s access to forest.
Reason (R): Villagers were punished for grazing
cattle or transporting wood without a permit.
Q7. Assertion (A): The ship industry of England was
responsible for deforestation In Indla.
Reason (R): To get the supply of oak for the ship
Industry, Britishers started exploring Indlan forests
on a masslve scale and trees were being felled on
larga scaole.

Source Based Question

Q 8. Read the source given below and answer the quest/ons
that follow:
When the colonial government proposed to
reserve two-thirds of the forest in 1905, and stop
shifting cultivation, hunting and collcction of
forest produce, the people of Bastar were very
worried. Some villages were allowed to stay on
in the reserved forests on the condition that they
worked free for the forest department in cutting
and transporting trees, and protecting the forest
from fires. Subsequently, these came to be known
as ‘forest villages’. People of other villages were
displaced without any noticc or compensation. For
long, villagers had been suffering from increased
land rents and frequent demands for free labour
and goods by colonial officials. Then came the
terrible famines, in 1899-1900 and again in
1907-1908. Reservations proved to be the last
straw.
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(i)

(i)

(iii)

People began to gather and discuss these issues in
their village councils, in bazaars and at festivals
or wherever the headmen and priests of several
villages were assembled. The initiative was taken
by the Dhurwas of the Kanger forest, where
reservation first took place.

Although there was no single leader, many
people speak of Gunda Dhur, from village
Nethanar, as an imporiant figurc in the movement.
In 1910, mango boughs, a lump of Earth, chillies
and arrows, began circulating between villages.
These were actually messages inviting villagers

to rebel against the British.

What was the main cause of worry for the people
of Bastar?

What proportion of forests was proposed to be
reserved by the colonial government?

What are forest villages? Where did the reservation
first take place in Bastar?

Very Short Answer Type Questions

Q9.

Q 10.
QLL

Ql2.

Why did the governmant declde to ban shifting
cultivation?

Which forest community is found in Central India?

What was the effect of Forest Act on the people
living nearby?

How was Siad/ creeper used for?

Short Answer Type Questions

Ql3.

Q.

Q5.

Q 16.

What were the defocts of 'Scientific Forestry'
technique?

Why were the Kalangs of Java known as a
community of skilled forest cutters?

What do you understand by swidden agriculture?
Describe its maln features,

What compelled the Kalangs of Java to rebael
against the Dutch and to what extent?

Long Answer Type Questions

Q17

Q18.

Describe  the Brandis's proposal for the
managemant of forests.

How did commerclal farming led to a decline In
forest cover during colanlal period?
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